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The Collegian - October 20, 2020
NEWS
EXPLORING THE IDEOLOGY OF AFFIRMATIVE CONSENT
10/19/2020
Student organizations define what affirmative consent is, and give advice on how students can
protect themselves in relationships.
By James Molnar
News Reporter
In the modern age, the rules governing how college students should relate to each other
sexually have become increasingly blurred and confused. As we move further away from the
more traditional notions of abstinence and purity, a new structure of sexual morality has
been constructed. Despite its prominent role in college guidelines and legal policy, the
concept of “affirmative consent” remains abstruse to many students. In this article, we will
discover precisely what affirmative consent is.
The philosophy of affirmative consent is a moral theory which requires that any sexual act
must be preceded by explicit, enthusiastic, and continuous verbal consent from both parties
involved. Representatives for the Coalition on Abuse and Rape (SCAAR) and Peer Advocates
for Wellness (PAW), student groups at Saint Mary’s, make use of the acronym FRIES to specify
the tenets of affirmative consent. This stands for Freely given, Reversible, Informed,
Enthusiastic, and Specific.
“Freely given” means that there cannot be any form of manipulation or coercion present.
For instance, if one partner manages to persuade the other to engage in a sexual act with
phrases such as “if you really loved me, you’d do this,” this would not constitute freely given
consent. Furthermore, as it is reversible, consenting initially to a practice does not
constitute an inexorable commitment. Rather, it may be withdrawn at any point.
“Informed” entails that someone must be cognizant of what they are consenting to.
“Enthusiasm” is slightly more subjective, but generally describes an eager attitude toward

the activity that is consented to. If someone were to ask for consent, and their partner
nodded in a woebegone manner and muttered a morose “yes,” this would not be
enthusiastic consent. “Specificity” means that the boundaries of what is agreed upon are
clearly delineated. For example, someone might agree to participate in a particular sexual
act at a specified time. This would not imply consent to any further act, nor indeed the same
act at a later date.
This conception of consent is closely linked to the idea of a rape culture. A rape culture is
one in which sexual assault is normalized or even promoted by its members. As Sam
Newman, a leader of SCAAR asserts, “I definitely do think it's true that we live in a rape culture
and Saint Mary's is part of that.” In light of this, the form of consent which is in common
practice, which is often nonverbal and more implicit, would appear insufficient. The antidote
to this purported rape culture and accompanying epidemic of sexual assault would, in this
view, be to concretize our idea of consent so as to make it completely unambiguous.
The problem of sexual assault is compounded by the widespread hookup culture which is
prevalent on many college campuses. As Sofia Kakleas, a leader of the Peer Advocates for
Wellness, points out, “hook up cultures, a lot of the times, happen in parties and
environments like that that are not exactly the most safe situations.”
Though Kakleas and her colleagues are clear that they did not consider there to be any
inherent problem with hookup culture in general, there are certainly problems that can be
associated with it. Chief among these is the widespread use of alcohol and illicit substances.
The PAW representatives point out that consent cannot be given when such substances have
been consumed.
Consent is particularly important as we move into the current age of lockdown and digital
communication. Not only is sexual abuse on the rise in people’s homes, as they are
confined there for most of the day, there is, as Kakleas points out, also a widespread
problem of sexual harassment in the digital sphere. This largely consists of people sending
unsolicited sexual content, such as nude photographs and inappropriate texts. She
stresses that consent is vitally important online as well and that one must ask specifically
before sending any such sexual material.
In summary, affirmative consent is the practice of agreeing to sexual or romantic activity
through explicit and verbal means.
Author’s Note:

If you would like to learn more about affirmative consent, you can visit the websites of the two
student groups interviewed for this article:
SCAAR:

https://www.stmarys-ca.edu/sexual-assault-and-violence-prevention/student-coalition-

against-rapescar#:~:text=The%20Student%20Coalition%20Against%20Abuse,based%20violence%20here%20
at%20SMC.
PAW: https://www.stmarys-ca.edu/student-life/staying-healthy/peer-advocates-in-wellness-paw

GOVERNOR WHITMER KIDNAPPING PLOT FOILED BY FBI
10/19/2020
By Annika Henthorn
News Reporter
Sinking deeper into a pit of endless chaos, the US continues down the rabbit hole of
hopelessness. Conflict from the upcoming election, controversy of COVID-19 protocols, and
the raging fires ripping through the US amplify the growing tensions of 2020. This has
compelled some, specifically an anti-government group, to respond with violence.
On October 8th, it was revealed that 13 men, who were either part of or working with an
anti-government group, planned to kidnap Governor of Michigan Gretchen Whitmer,
according to The New York Times.
Propelled by a skewed conception of the Governor, deeming her a “tyrant”, the men planned
on not only kidnapping her but also blowing up a bridge as a distraction. The strict
regulations

Whitmer

has

implemented

to

combat

COVID-19

were

considered

unconstitutional in the eyes of the 13 men involved.
CNN has identified the six men charged federally as Adam Fox, 37, Ty Garbin, 24, Kaleb
Franks, 26, Daniel Harris, 23, Brandon Caserta, 32, and Delaware resident Barry Croft, 44.
Those charged by the state were indicated as Paul Bellar, 21, Shawn Fix, 38, Eric Molitor, 36,
Michael Null, 38, William Null, 38, Pete Musico, 42, Joseph Morrison, 26. All are facing varying
degrees of charges.
The New York Times stated that the men met several times over the summer to build
explosives, train with firearms, and plot their mission. They allegedly met in the basement of

a shop only accessible through a trapdoor to review the details. A bomb was also discussed
through code language like a “baker” and “a cake.” Additionally, Governor Whitmer’s vacation
home was being surveyed to acquire more information and maybe even “cap her,” as one of
the men put it according to the FBI.
Adam Fox, the ring leader, was part of a group of seven called the Wolverine Watchmen, who
threatened to kidnap other political leaders as well as ignite a civil war.
The Governor voiced her response on October 8th after the charges were released. Although
she knew her job was difficult, she stated that she “never could have imagined anything like
this.” This violent attempt to overthrow the government was directly associated with Trump's
reluctance to condemn white supremacy during the debate. Whitmer perceived the
president’s silence as “a rallying cry.” However, this did not go unnoticed by the President
when he countered that by saying that “Democrats refuse to condemn Antifa, Anarchists,
Looters and Mobs that burn down Democrat run cities.”
According to CNN, this incident was brought to light by The Detroit News, which reported
earlier this year through a social media group. CNN also confirmed that by June 14, a second
anonymous source verified that Adam Fox was meeting with leaders of anti-government
groups. In these recorded meetings, Fox claimed that “200 men” were required to rush the
Capitol building in Lansing and acquire hostages like Governor Whitmer.
With everything seeming so out of control, people will go to unexplainable lengths in an
attempt to cling to any form of control or power. This boggling example of irrationality
illustrates what can bloom from a world full of disorder.

DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS CLASH OVER BARRETT’S
NOMINATION
10/20/2020
Amy Coney Barrett’s inevitable SCOTUS appointment continues to divide Congress members.
By Riley Mulcahy
News Reporter
In an unprecedented move, Senate Republicans are rushing through the nomination of
Supreme Court Justice nominee Amy Coney Barrett. The hearings come as seventeen
million individuals have already cast their ballots. Barrett is currently an Appellate Court
Judge and law professor at Notre Dame University. Critics of Barrett worry that her being
on the court will balance liberal/conservative judges tip over to the Conservatives. Issues
and cases such as Roe v. Wade, Marriage Equality, and the Affordable Care Act (ACA) are at
stake. The ACA is on the Supreme Court's docket on Nov. 10th, a week to the day after the
United States election.
Senate Republicans made sure to let the Democrats know that there would be no
questioning of Barrett's faith, a bone of contention for Democrats. However, Barrett argued
that she viewed the Constitution "as a law. That I interpret its text as text. And I understand
it to have the meaning that it had at the time people ratified it. So that meaning doesn't
change over time, and it isn't up to me to update or infuse my own policy views into it."
The Wall Street Journal points out Barrett's similarities to the late Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, Barrett's predecessor. The publication notes that both were not afraid to share
their personal views on Roe v. Wade (Ginsburg was famously pro-choice and Barrett prolife). However, one main difference is that Barrett considers herself an originalist.
Therefore, her pro-life views would not necessarily mean that she would vote to overturn
Roe v.Wade; nonetheless, there is a possibility.
A particularly striking moment in the hearings was when Sen. Ben Sasse (R-Neb) asked
Barrett to "reflect a little bit on the glories of the First Amendment by naming the "five
freedoms." In her response, Barrett struggled to come up with all of the freedoms.
According to the Washington Post, Barrett answered "Speech, religion, press, assembly,"
counting them off with her right hand. She then claimed "I don't know. What am I missing?"

When reminded that the fifth freedom is the freedom "to petition the Government for a
redress (protest) of grievances."
When Sen. Sasse corrected, she admitted that "sometimes softballs do not turn out to be
softballs." Then, Sen. Sasse asked Barrett why the five freedoms were grouped. Barrett
could not answer the question and replied, "I'm sure there's a story that I don't know about
why those appeared in the First Amendment all together rather than being split up in
different amendments."
Sen. Sasse explained the reasons why they are grouped, "You don't really have freedom of
religion if you don't also have freedom of assembly," he said. "You don't really have
freedom of speech if you can't also publish your beliefs and advocate for them. You don't
really have any of those freedoms if you can't protest at times and seek to redress
grievances in times when the government oversteps and tries to curtail any of those
freedoms."
Although she is a known conservative and her views are widely known, Barrett refused to
answer any questions about issues such as Roe v. Wade and the Affordable Care Act,
referencing Justice Ginsburg's famous quote from her hearing, "hints, no previews, no
forecasts." Democratic Senators responded to Barrett, arguing that millions are struggling
through a pandemic and are worried about their health insurance being taken away.
Given the hearings' political nature, there is no leeway on how Democrats and Republicans
will vote. In the words of Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC), "This is probably not about
persuading each other unless something really dramatic happens. All Republicans will vote
yes and all Democrats will vote no and that will be the way the breakout of the vote." The
hearings showed what Americans had learned time and time again, everything in
government, even issues that are supposed to be politicized, leads to distrust and disdain
in politics.

SAINT MARY’S HOSTS HUMAN TRAFFICKING
PRESENTATION
10/20/2020
School presentation focuses on the crime of human trafficking, and how students can become
aware of a crime prevalent in the U.S.
By Lenin O'Mahony
News Reporter
This past Wednesday, October 14, I had the opportunity to attend The Intersection of
Relationship Violence and Human Trafficking presentation, lead by Vanessa Russel, founder
of Love Never Fails. Love Never Fails is an non-profit organization dedicated to restoring,
educating, and protecting survivors of human trafficking and their communities. This event
was also co-sponsored by Campus Assault Response and Education (CARE), the Student
Coalition Against Abuse and Rape (SCAAR) and SMC Women's Volleyball, liGHT.
Russel began Love Never Fails after one of her dance students, a fifteen year old girl, was
sold into human trafficking. While the young girl was safely returned home, Vanessa
encountered many others in situations similar to her student.
Russel believes that the issue of human trafficking can be solved through love expressed in
prayer, safe housing, mentoring, job training, outreach, and education. An essential part of
the organization is the work to educate and inform communities about the dangers of
human trafficking, and how common the grooming of young children can be in society.
Russel is also a former foster child, which itself came with many difficulties. She stated that
being a former foster child “shaped who I am and the work I’m doing.” Love Never Fails has
housed 139 individuals, and worked towards educating up to 400,000 people through their
programs.
In the presentation we learned about what modern day slavery can look like. Human
trafickking was defined as “the rectruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or
obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for
the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or sex slavery.”
There are an estimated 100,000 people forced into sexual exploitation in the United States

according to the International Labor Organization (2014). 94% of sex trafficking victims are
female, making them the overwhelming majority. An interesting fact introduced to the
audience during the presentation was that 65-95% of victims were sexually abused as
children, but also, according to the DePaul School of Law, 88% of traffickers were also
abused as children.
Unfortunately human trafficking is not an unknown occurrence, even in more wealthy and
presumed safe areas, such as the Bay Area. This type of modern day slavery is seen as old,
and many people just assume that it is something from the past. Something that doesn’t
happen anymore. This could not be farther from the truth. It is important that we educate
ourselves and our communities on the harsh realities of certain situations like human
trafficking. The fact that some people have literal barcodes tattooed on them to mark them
as property, or that there is an online slave registry where people are listed and sorted by
who owns them should make it clear to everyone, as the good of the world modernizes, so
does the evil and cruel of the world.
Institutions like Saint Mary's College of California have a responsibility to their students,
community, and the world as a whole, to use their platform to help educate and spread
awareness about these issues. By having events like this one on campus, and trying to
make these topics a part of our discussion on how we as students and future leaders can
help solve these issues, Saint Mary’s continues to guide and educate their students in more
than an academic way.

OPINION
WATCHING TELEVISION WITH YOUR EYES CLOSED
10/19/2020
An introduction to old-time radio and why you should listen in.
Katelyn McCarthy
Opinion Columnist
If you ever happen to have half an hour or so on your hands that you can’t figure out how
to spend or are working on homework and would like to find something to sustain you, I
would like to suggest that you take a trip into the world of old-time radio.
Most people are acquainted with a few especially memorable moments from radio’s
golden age, like Orson Welles’ earth-shaking production of The War of the Worlds or Abbot
and Costello’s “Who’s on First?” baseball skit. These programs are good introductions to
old-time radio, but there is a veritable sea of information and culture swelling beneath
them into which I think we should take a dive.
Old-time radio is made up of a plethora of genres and provides something for everyone.
Comedies, science fiction, westerns, dramas, detective stories, fairy tales, quiz shows,
movie adaptations, music programs, presidential speeches—there isn’t anything you can’t
find here!
But hasn’t radio been eclipsed by television? Perhaps; but that doesn’t negate old-time
radio’s own merits. Radio programs can be listened to while one performs other tasks,
whereas television generally preoccupies one’s entire attention. You can listen to old radio
shows while doing homework, working on various projects, or even while falling asleep.
Television, on the other hand, precludes multitasking.
Some might find the idea of listening to audio entertainment from the ‘30s, ‘40s, and ‘50s to
be stodgy, but I think that, once one gets into them, one realizes how wonderful they are at
expressing stories and at entertaining. Through old radio you can discover a by-gone era of
talent and artistry, a scene which once preoccupied America’s imagination and expresses

truths and history behind our culture. Wonderful performances can be listened to. You can
hear Groucho Marx (the inspiration behind the children’s glasses with a schnozz, mustache,
and eyebrows attached) quiz contestants in You Bet Your Life, hear Lucille Ball in a budding
role in My Favorite Husband, listen to Gene Kelly tap dance, or even hear a young Ronald
Reagan makes guest appearances in various programs.
A radio show, from our perspective as people living after the advent of television, comes
across much like a television show, lacking only in images. Timing, sound effects, consistent
casts, and running gags are techniques that create this similarity. To listen to a radio
program feels very much like watching a television show with your eyes closed, albeit more
entertaining, for a radio writer had to include dialogue and sound effects to keep the
listener invested in the action. When a doorbell rings, for example, you will hear the
character’s shoes walking to the door, or he will speak while he walks so as not to lose the
listener’s attention. A television program, on the other hand, can depict a character walking
to open a door without any commentary at all. The radio program must provide
commentary, or else the listener will lose track of the storyline.
One might compare radio programs to the podcasts of today, but I think that to make this
comparison on the simple basis that both employ sounds instead of sights is too simplistic.
Podcasts are rather harder to sift through, seeing as just about anyone can produce one,
whereas old-time radio consists of recordings from live radio programs, which means that,
while there is a plethora of radio programs, the number is much more limited, as only one
show could be broadcast through a specific station at a time. Podcasts are not hindered by
time or distribution. Radio is. This means that radio producers had to be much more
selective about their content and more invested in crafting shows that amused a wide
variety of people.
And, whereas one is generally spoken to in podcasts, radio invites one to listen in. Radio is, I
think, more akin to cracking open a storybook than it is to listening to a podcast.
If you would like to crack this storybook open, then here are a few suggestions to get you
started.
Fans of crime stories might take a listen to Dragnet, whose famous catch line is, “The story
you are about to hear is true. The names have been changed to protect the innocent.” For
other detective and suspense stories, try out The Shadow, The Whistler, or the aptly named
Suspense.

Westerns aren’t mass-produced today, but Western radio programs exist in abundance. Try
Gunsmoke or The Lone Ranger to begin.
I personally have always favored comedy. Shows like The Jack Benny Program, Burns and
Allen, Our Miss Brooks, and Henry Aldrich might sound unassuming at first, but when one
becomes introduced to the characters and plot schemes (dealing with a miserly radio host,
a cigar-puffing husband and absent-minded wife, a mishap-inclined English teacher, and a
troublemaking teenager, respectively), the shows cease to exist as appellative titles and
almost take on living and breathing personas.
If you’d like to listen to a fun, well-written story of a simpler time, take a foray into old-time
radio. As an old-time commercial might go, “Try one, today!”

HOW DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS CAN BE BETTER
FRIENDS
10/19/2020
The Search For Truth Will Unite Us
Emmanuel Simon
Opinion Columnist
Instead of hating people with different viewpoints than ours, let’s come together and
dialogue about the common good. In dialoguing, our opinions matter only in as much as
they conform to the truth.
It is easy to have an opinion on a certain issue; everyone has an opinion just like how
everyone these days has an iPhone. We are constantly told to ‘respect all opinions.’ But
why? Why should a Democrat respect a Republican’s opinion if the Republican’s opinion is
wrong? Or similarly, why should a Republican respect a Democrat’s opinion if the
Democrat’s opinion is wrong? Obviously then, not all opinions are worth respecting.
On the other hand, People are always worthy of respect. This is what we as a society are
lacking; we fail to respect others. Republicans and Democrats can never be friends nor
even get along if such respect for each other does not exist. Respecting a person means to
love that person. It means to want what is good for that person and to uphold his or her
dignity.
We as a society cannot start wanting what’s good for others if we don’t have the common
good in view. Modernity has attempted to destroy the common good by saying that what is
good for everyone and every society is merely subjective. Our society has accepted this
view, but I don’t think we fully understand the repercussions of such a view. Should we say
that to Hitler, what he did was good? Can we only personally disagree with Hitler’s view of
the Jews, since who are we to impose our opinion on others? Of course not. But if we are to
disagree with someone like Hitler and his actions, we must have a standard by which we do
so. This standard cannot be something subjective, but objective, like the common good.
Since the common good is the aim of all politics, and a body politic which does not aim
towards the common good fails to be a good society, it would be best if Republicans and

Democrats converse about what is the common good, and what leads to a flourishing
society. Both parties can have their opinions on the issue, but neither party’s opinion will
matter if what they believe is not true. This doesn’t mean that the person who is wrong
does not matter, but only that their opinion does not matter. You are not your opinion.
Conversing about the common good allows Democrats and Republicans to have better and
stronger friendships with each other. For example, a Democrat might disagree with a
Republican because he or she thinks that the Republican is wrong about an issue. But,
since the common good is the aim of society, the Democrat would disagree not out of
hatred for the Republican, but because the Democrat wants the Republican to flourish. This
means that the Democrat would want what is best for the Republican, and similarly, the
Republican would want what is best for the Democrat.
Caring for the other leads to a strong foundation for friendship with the other, since friends
want what is best for each other. So instead of judging the character of someone based
solely upon that person’s political party get to know the person. Have conversations with
him or her. Love that person by wanting what is best for him or her. Such love will lower
both parties’ guards down, allowing for Republicans and Democrats to have fruitful
conversations that all lead to our society’s flourishment.

AN ARGUMENT TO VOTE NO ON PROPOSITION 22
10/19/2020
Rideshare and delivery drivers should not be treated as if they are valued less than working-class
Americans
Melanie Moyer
Opinion Columnist
Election season has been welcomed this year just as it has any other: with overwhelming
and excessive political advertising. If you’ve seen some of the advertisements this year,
odds are you saw one for Proposition 22. As a result of Uber, Lyft, Doordash, and Instacart
spending at least 180 million dollars on getting the proposition passed, this is the most
expensive proposition in state history according to nonprofit site Ballotpedia. Simply
googling the word ‘uber’ will bring one to a page where the first result is the ‘Yes on Prop
22’ website. The excessive amount of money being spent on this measure brings into
question the power these multi-million dollar corporations have over our elections,
specifically in their ability to over-advertise and drown out the voices of opponents.
Proposition 22 is in direct response to California Assembly Bill 5 (AB5) that was signed by
Governor Newsom in 2019 and went into effect this January. AB5 put strict regulations on
who could be considered an independent contractor, forcing employers such as Uber and
Lyft to consider their drivers employees and provide the appropriate rights and benefits as
such. Proposition 22 was brought up by rideshare companies in response to them falling
under the regulations that would inevitably cost them money. The proposition on the ballot
will ask
should app-based rideshare and delivery drivers be classified as independent contractors
(not employees) and require rideshare and delivery companies to adopt labor and wage
policies unique to these drivers?
According to the League of Women Voters’ website, if passed, Proposition 22 would
reclassify Uber, Lyft, and other companies’ drivers as independent contractors unless they
receive set hours, are required to take specific jobs, or restrict their ability to work for other
companies. Further, the LWV states that the drivers would not receive employee benefits
and protection such as a set minimum wage, overtime pay, unemployment insurance, or
worker’s compensation.

However, drivers would be paid 120% of the minimum wage for the hours they spend
driving, receive a healthcare subsidy, have an option to buy on-the-job insurance, and be
limited to twelve-hour workdays. Workplace discrimination would be prohibited and
companies would need to “develop sexual harassment policies, conduct criminal
background checks, and mandate safety training for drivers” (LWV). One of the biggest wins
for rideshare companies with Proposition 22 would be the prevention of local governments
from setting their own rules such as a higher minimum compensation. The Fiscal Impact of
the measure would be the lowering of costs and raising of profits for rideshare and
delivery companies while forcing drivers and stakeholders to pay more in income taxes.
One does not need to have a complex understanding of economics to know that this
proposition would allow rideshare and delivery companies to maximize profits while
providing minimum compensation for their employees. However, the ‘Yes on Prop 22’
website has a plethora of misleading reasons why this measure would improve the lives of
their drivers. They claim that the proposition would ‘protect’ their drivers’ ability to choose
independent work, provide them with new benefits and protections, save their jobs,
preserve food and grocery delivery, and implement new public safety protocol.
Notice how they divert attention away from the proposition benefitting multi-million dollar
corporations, for they know that voters would not want something that benefits the few at
the expense of the many. Beyond their list of ‘pros,’ the campaign also has the
endorsement of Mothers Against Drunk Driving and proudly places it at the top of their
homepage. In this way, it is apparent that the campaign is attempting to divert attention
away from the corporate benefit and instead morally appeal to voters. They draw
attention to the benefits of rideshare and grocery delivery in general instead of the
proposition itself, misleading voters and making it seem as if the stakes involved with
Proposition 22 are higher than they actually are.
The California Labor Federation is a prominent voice that is speaking out against the ‘Yes
on 22’ campaign. The organization is described by Ballotpedia as a defender of “the
interests of working people and their families,” showing their oppositional leanings in who
they represent in the context of this proposition.
On its website, the organization lists several reasons why Prop 22 would hurt drivers
associated with these corporations. They claim that the proposition would deny rights and
protections such as sick leave and eliminate safety protections for riders and drivers while
also removing any liability from the corporations themselves. Further, they claim that the

proposition is misleading and was hastily put through using unfair political operatives. The
proposition would inevitably lead to the exemption of these corporations from paying their
fair share of money to safety net programs such as Social Security, Medicare, and
Unemployment Insurance. They even state that this proposition would eventually lead to
job loss in that it threatens middle-class jobs with low-pay, no-protection business models.
Thus, the California Labor Federation shows that the facade ‘Yes on 22’ and rideshare
corporations are putting on is hypocritical, for the individual as well as the working class is
negatively impacted by the proposition.
If Proposition 22 is not passed, workers would likely be considered employees and receive
benefits as such. It has been speculated that the prices of rideshare and delivery
companies will go up, but if this at the cost of a workplace ensuring rights such as
minimum wage, overtime pay, paid sick leave, worker’s compensation, and unemployment
insurance, this issue should not be a difficult one to decide on. Corporations should not be
allowed to utilize their employees to maximize profits while keeping them in belowstandard working conditions. Nor should they be able to sway elections with their financial
power in advertising. The situation that has been brought up by Proposition 22 brings into
question the role misleading advertising plays in our elections, specifically when it comes to
the role corporate power plays.

CULTURE
TRIBUTE TO EDDIE VAN HALEN
10/19/2020
Hard rock and metal guitarist Eddie Van Halen leaves an unforgettable legacy of music.
Benjamin Noel
Culture Columnist
Pioneer. There’s no better word to describe Eddie Van Halen. Let’s take a look at his
signature axe, and one of the most recognizable guitars of the 80s. He chopped up bits
from a couple guitars, threw together a $50 body and a $80 neck, and the FrankenStrat was
born. He destroyed the status quo of needing pricey gear to play well and inspired mini
Van Halen’s to go destroy their gear bought with daddy’s dime.
You might have, scratch that, you most definitely have, heard the hit song “Jump.” We all
recognize that killer guitar solo belonging to the legendary Eddie VH. But who’s the mystery
man behind the keyboard solo? Well, that would also be Mr. Eddie Van Halen. His music
know how was insane. He developed his style on both the guitar and keyboard without
reading a single note of music.
Without a base in music theory, Van Halen had the juice when it came to composition. Sure
him and his brother Alex had taken classical piano lessons as a kid, but those only went so
far in the composition of songs like “Spanish Fly,” and “Eruption.” The latter of which, was
an off the cuff recording of one of Alex and Eddie’s jam sessions. But more notably,
“Eruption” was one of the first instances that we meet the legendary two hand classical
guitar note picking style Eddie brought to metal. He played his guitar like a piano, making
impossible fingers spreads that would make the Great Khali jealous.
Van Halen tracks are featured on many of my playlists, and while they’ve never been my
number one, I’d be lying if I said my jaw didn’t hit the floor the first time I put on “Eruption”
in the car, or if I didn’t crank up the radio when it played “Panama” bright and early in the
morning.

Sure Eddie was an innovator and a musical savant who went on to inspire musicians and
bands to this day. But one thing I can’t help but admire is the guy’s attitude. In an interview
with Rolling Stone, Eddie Van Halen says, “ Because I personally have never rated myself as
a guitarist, or anyone else. To me it’s not the Olympics or a competition, you know what I
mean?”
We live in a time far removed from the ballads of Led Zeppelin, Clapton’s singing six string,
and the Jump of Van Halen that it’s hard to picture any of the blokes in the band getting
old, much less sick. But as long as there’s a kid teaching himself Eruption on his dinky off
brand Stratocaster, the spirit of Eddie Van Halen lives on. Rockstars are immortal.

SPORTS
GOLFER WITH GAME READY TO PLAY
10/19/2020
Dylan De Prosperis prepares for upcoming golf season with the Gaels athletics.
By Oliver Collins
Sports Reporter
Dylan De Prosperis, a freshman student athlete, must attend golf practice almost everyday
for a minimum of 4 hours to achieve the standard of excellence required by the athletic
department. But for De Prosperis, the daily school workload mixed with the tireless
amounts of training time can be too much for almost anybody. On average, De Prosperis,
among other athletes, gets about 6-7 hours of sleep. This can cause problems not only on
the course and with grades but also physical and mental problems. How does golf compare
in terms of training times to other Saint Marys sports? How do athletes deal with the long
hours of physical activity they have to do almost every day?
Being from Italy, De Prosperis hasn’t had a ton of experience on U.S golf courses, and the
constant training we have in America almost doubles the training time they have in Rome,
his home city. From a young age, being a golf player was a huge bright spot for De
Prosperis. At age 3, his parents introduced him to golfing and he loved the sport. He always
worked hard to become one of the best. Before even entering college athletics De
Prosperis ranked in the top 500 in the world of golfers.
De Prosperis’s choice to attend Saint Mary’s came with careful consideration. This chance
of opportunity decided his future for him. The U.S. is known for golfing and Saint Mary’s is
certainly a prestigious golfing destination for future professional athletes. While Saint
Mary’s has proved a challenge, for De Prosperis it is certainly worth it, he says, “Everyday I
feel like I am improving on every aspect of my game, and it feels great.” De Prosperis
certainly has earned the respect of many as he has already qualified in the top four for an
upcoming tournament.

De Prosperis’ motivation every day is to be better than the day before. He constantly works
out and conditions, he never misses practice, and always gives his best when he enters the
course. De Prosperis hopes to be a pro one day and at the rate he’s going he should
achieve that feat with the right amount of effort.
De Prosperis, a member of the Saint Mary’s golf team, has made golfing his life. From
training on the course daily to working on homework the minute he gets home, life isn’t
exactly easy for Saint Marys athletes. Balancing school work and sports is one of the most
difficult things student athletes have to deal with. However, many athletes agree that
dealing with these challenges prove beneficial for their future.

YANKEES LEGEND, WHITEY FORD, PASSES AT 91 YEARS
OF AGE
10/19/2020
By Mark Molz
Sports Reporter
The Yankees and the baseball world lost a legend when Edward Charles “Whitey” Ford
passed away Thrusday, October 8th. Ford passed away at his home in Lake Success, N.Y, on
Long Island watching the Yankees beat the Tampa Bay Rays in game four of the American
League Division Series (ALDS).
“I feel like there was some comfort in that,” current Yankees manager Aaron Boone stated.
Ford spent his entire 16 year career with the New York Yankees, leaving his mark on one of
the most storied organizations in sports.
“The Yankees are incredibly saddened to learn of the passing of Hall of Famer Whitey Ford.
Whitey spent his entire 16-year career as a Yankee.” The Yankees said in their statement
following his passing. “A 6x WS Champion and 10x All-Star, The Chairman of the Board was
one of the best lefties to ever toe the rubber. He will be deeply missed.”
In his career with the Yankees Ford was able to notch ten all-star appearances, six world
series rings, one Cy Young, and a World Series MVP. During his world series appearances
Ford was chosen to be the game 1 starter eight times, showing how dominant he was. His
dominance showed when Ford ended his career with a total of ten wins in the fall classic, a
record that still stands today and doesn’t seem like it will be broken anytime soon.
“Whitey’s name and accomplishments are forever stiched into the fabric of baseball’s rich
history.” Hal Steinbrenner, the Yankees managing general partner said. “He was a treasure,
and one of the greatest Yankees to ever wear the pinstripes.”
Ford retired from baseball in 1967 leaving the league with an overall 236-106 record,
equaling a .690 winning percentage and the most career wins in the history of the
organization. He also managed to be a three-time regular season wins leader (1955, 1961,
1963) and a two-time league leader in ERA (1956, 1958). His number 16 was eventually

retired by the Yankees and he was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1974,
alongside another Yankees great, Mickey Mantle.
Whitey Ford is remebered as one of the best pitchers in postseason history, or baseball
history for that matter. He was the heart and soul of many of those World Series
Championships and forever left his mark on the game of baseball.
The Yankees honored Ford in Game five of the ALDS with a number 16 patched onto their
sleeves.
Author’s Note:
For further information see the links below.
https://www.mlb.com/player/whitey-ford-114299
https://baseballhall.org/hall-of-famers/ford-whitey
https://twitter.com/Yankees/status/1314643945545248769/photo/1
https://twitter.com/Yankees/status/1314665443475566596/photo/1

